FOCUS ON EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN 


psychological set or negative attitude that they may 
convey in training can undermine any of the good work 
they do. Moreover, SEA employees may not have the 
requisite expertise (such as a law professor’s legal knowl- 
edge) to make their training as helpful as it could be. 
Interdisciplinary training of hearing officers by schools 
of education and law is one of the unique contributions 
that colleges and universities can make. 

Colleges and universities also can work through their 
schools of education and law (in conjunction with SEAs 
and state or local bar association representatives) to 
prepare guidelines for the use of LEAs, consumer groups, 
hearing officers, and courts. When college and university 
faculty consult with consumer groups about the educa- 
tion of handicapped children, they have an ideal oppor- 
tunity to discuss due process and its many facets. Many 
consumers (particularly parents of handicapped chil- 
dren) need and want training in child development and 
child management; they also need and want information 
about their children’s educational rights, including their 
rights to procedural safeguards. Adding due process to 
parent training and consultation efforts can significantly 
enhance the parents’ effectiveness with regard to the 
schools and would allow them to contribute to making 
due process meaningful for all concerned. 


Services 


Colleges and universities have traditionally furnished 
educational services to state and local educational agen- 


FEBRUARY 1978 


cies, and they will continue to do so. With the advent of 
right-to-education cases and federal legislation requiring 
handicapped children to be educated, however, the 
nature of those services has changed and will continue to 
change. Faculty members have begun to serve as expert 
witnesses in right-to-education cases; they have also 
begun to make the independent evaluations of handi- 
capped children that Sec. 615 entitles parents to have. 
Finally, they have started to serve as hearing officers for 
the SEAs and LEAs. Two of these new roles—expert wit- 
ness and hearing officer—provide faculty with actual 
experience that will benefit their inservice and preservice 
students who will one day work in similar capacities. 


There are promising areas of research— made possible 
by centralized reporting of due process results—that 


faculty members can investigate. What is the effect on the 


nature and result of a due process hearing when the 
parents are represented by counsel and produce testi- 
mony of expert witnesses? Is the hearing more adversarial 
than it would be otherwise? Is the result more likely to be 
in favor of the parents? If the legal result favors the 


parents, does the school then take informal sanctions 
against the child? Why did the parents exercise their due 
process rights? The answers to these questions should 
provide valuable information for teacher preparation, 
inservice or parent training, and other aspects of college 
or university training and service. 
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